Map quest - Navigating Your Life Purpose

Writing Your Own Mission Statement

Robin Garvin

1. In the journey called life, the fuel in the tank is ___________________.

2. Our advantage as believers is knowing the _______ who _________ us. 

3. Words are ________________ and ______________________.

I. What is a Mission Statement?

In her book, The Path, author and speaker Laurie Beth Jones says that:

 A mission statement is a written-down reason for being. It is the key to finding your path in life and identifying the mission you choose to follow. Having a clearly articulated mission statement gives you a template of purpose that can be used to initiate, evaluate and refine all of your activities. 
4. Jesus articulated His mission two thousand years ago in a single sentence:“______________________________________________________________________________________________________.”

5. Everything he did was a ________________of his mission statement. 

Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life, lists the Five Purposes of a Purpose Driven Life: 

1. _____________: You were planned for God’s _____________!                                  

After all this, there is only one thing to say: Have reverence for God, and obey his commands, because this is all that we were created for. Ecclesiastes 12:13 

2. __________________: You were formed for a _____________!                                              It was a happy day for him when he gave us our new lives, through the truth of his Word, and we became, as it were, the first children in his new family. James 1:18 LB

3. ______________: You were created to become like __________!

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same line as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives in him. Romans 8:29 The Message

4. ________________: You were shaped for _____________ God!
We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 NIV

5. __________________: You were made for a ______________!

Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

II. The Do’s and Don’ts of Writing a Mission Statement:

 1. A Mission Statement has Three Elements:

a. A mission statement should be ______ more that a single ____________.

b. It should be easily ____________________by a twelve year old.

c. It should be able to be ___________by _______________at gunpoint.

2. We want to __________________ our treasures now.

3. We want to ___________________ the Giver of those gifts.

4. We want to ________________ to allow our treasures to fulfill God’s purposes.

5.  False Assumptions - What a mission statement is NOT:

1. “My _______ is my mission.” - NOT

2. “My ___________ is my mission.” - NOT

3. “My _________________ is my mission.” - NOT 

4. “I am not currently ______________my mission.” - NOT 

5. “I am not ________________ enough to have a mission.” - NOT 

6. “A mission must be full of ___________________.” – NOT

III. Where do Mission Statements get their Roots? 

1. God always offers a compensating balance of _____________to us. 

2. Somewhere, sometime, someone offered you a ______________ ___________________ about yourself. 
EXERCISE #1:

1. Write down a positive prophecy someone gave you about yourself. It could be recent or from years ago. __________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________​​​​________
2. Who was the messenger? ______________________________

3. Has their prophecy come to pass? __________________

4. Could it still? __________________

5. Can you recall a negative prediction someone gave you that actually became fuel for you? _________________________________________________________

IV. Focus on Your Gifts

EXERCISE #2:

1. What did you do for fun when you were a child?

2. What were your favorite toys?

3. Do you remember anything that came particularly easy to you as a child?

4. What did you tell people you were going to do or be when you grew up?

5. Are you being or doing anything that resembles that dream now? If so, what? If you aren’t, why not?

6. People now say “Oh, you are so good at_____________________.”

7. Write down a list of no less than twenty talents you have been given. Pretend that you will be given a $1,000 bill for every talent you list.

8. Which have you buried?

9. Which have you multiplied?

10. Who does God say is responsible for the development of your gifts?

V. Focus on Your Passion:

1. If your mission holds no personal _____________, it is not your path. 

2. What are you ____________________ or “in God” about?

EXERCISE #3:

1. What most excited you in or about the world?

2. What most angers you in or about the world?

3. If you could teach three things to others about what excited you, what three things would you teach? For example, if you picked “beauty” as what excites you, you might want to teach these three things: That beauty is all around us. That we must preserve and protect it. That it takes time and training to recognize and appreciate it. 

4. If you could convey to others three things about what angers you in the world, what would you convey?

5. How can you use what most excites you to affect or change what most angers you?

VI. Focus on Action – Choosing Verbs:

EXERCISE #4:
Circle Your 3 Most Meaningful, Purposeful Verbs

ACCOMPLISH   ACQUIRE   ADOPT   ADVANCE
  AFFECT   AFFIRM    ALLEVIATE   AMPLIFY     ASCEND    ASSOCIATE   BELIEVE   BESTOW   BRIGHTEN     BUILD    CALL
CAUSE    CHOOSE   CLAIM      COLLECT   COMBINE    COMMAND    COMMUNICATE    COMPEL     COMPLETE COMPLIMENT
COMPOSE   CONCEIVE     CONFIRM   CONNECT   CONSTRUCT COUNSEL    CREATE     DECIDE    DEFEND    DELIGHT 
  DELIVER   DEMONSTRATE     DEVISE DIRECT    DISCOVER    DISCUSS   DISTRIBUTE
   DRAFT      DREAM
 DRIVE
   EDUCATE   EMBRACE     ENCOURAGE    ENDOW    ENGAGE   ENHANCE     ENLIGHTEN    ENLIST   ENTERTAIN   ENTHUSE   EVALUATE EXCITE
   EXHORT    EXPLORE 
 EXPESS   EXTEND FACILITATE    FINANCE    FOSTER    FRANCHISE FURTHER   GATHER    GENERATE   GIVE    HEAL    HOLD  HOST    IDENTIFY    ILLUMINATE     IMPLEMENT IMPROVE   INVOLVE   KEEP   KNOW LABOR    LAUNCH   LEAD   LIGHT   LIVE   LOVE  MAKE   MANIFEST    MASTER     MATURE MEASURE     MEDIATE    MODEL  MOLD   MOTIVATE MOVE
NEGOTIATE   NURTURE   OPEN    ORGANIZE  PARTICIPATE  PASS PERFORM    PERSUADE PLAY   POSSESS    PRACTICE
PRAISE
     PREPARE
PRESENT      PRODUCE     PROGRESS  PROMISE    PROMOTE     PROVIDE    PURSUE    REALIZE    RECEIVE    RECLAIM     REDUCE    REFINE   REFLECT    REFORM    REGARD    RELATE   RELEASE   RELY     REMEMBER  RENEW
RESONATE   RESPECT    RESTORE    RETURN      REVISE
 SACRIFICE   SAFEGUARD   SATISFY  SAVE
SELL SERVE
   SHARE    SPEAK    STAND    SUMMON   SUPPORT     SURRENDER   SUSTAIN   TAKE   TAPTEAM    TOUCH    TRADE     TRANSLATE    TRAVEL    UNDERSTAND   USE    UTILIZE   VALIDATE    VALUE    VENTURE    VERBALIZE    VOLUNTEER    WORK    WORSHIP    WRITE    YIELD
VII. FOCUS ON WHO YOU’RE HERE TO HELP

1. Every mission implies that someone will be ____________.

2.  Whom is it that you were sent here to help? _____________________________
VIII. PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER


This is the formula for your mission statement.     My mission is to:

__________________,      ________________, and ____________________,

(your three verbs)

_____________________

(your core value or values)

to, for, or with

______________________________,

(the group/cause which moves/excites you)

1. Is it _______________ enough to move others to help you? Does it have “heart”? 

2. Once we set our feet on a path, we will be ______________ and guided as long as our hearts stay focused on integrity – both ours and God’s. 

3. A good ____________statement will be inspiring, exciting, clear, and engaging. It will be specific to you and your particular enthusiasms, gifts and talents. 

4. One woman wrote that her mission was to raise a happy family. While covering her personal life, it didn’t touch her work life. It also left her _________________ for something she could  not control, the happiness of others. Her re-worked mission statement became:

My mission is to create, to nurture and maintain

an environment of growth, challenge and unlimited potential

for all those around me.

5. Jesus said that his mission was “to give life, and give it more abundantly.” All his activities ____________from that mission.

6.  Now remember, think, dream and write down those words to fuel your mission!

My mission is to _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Robin’s Mission Statement:

My mission is to declare God’s character,

ignite passion, and enlist focused dedication

In the lives of all those God allows me to serve.

